University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-23-1968

Year-around operation of University of Montana Biological Station
said boon to sciences
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Year-around operation of University of
Montana Biological Station said boon to sciences" (1968). University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present. 3988.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/3988

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

INFORMATION SERVICES

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
M ISSO U LA , M O N T A N A 59801
Phone (406) 243-2522

IMMEDIATELY

sale/bw
9-23-68
state
YEAR-AROUND OPERATION
OF UM BIOLOGICAL STATION
SAID BOON TO SCIENCES

MISSOULA, Mont.-Year-around operation of the nation’s second oldest inland biological research
station will be a big boon to aquatic biology and related sciences, according to Dr.
Richard A. Solberg, director of the University of Montana Biological Station at Yellow
Bay on Flathead Lake.
The Yellow Bay station, which lays claim to being second oldest of its kind in the
country, began year-around operations in June, 69 years after its establishment.
"Until last June we were pretty much restricted to conducting scientific studies
during the summer,” Dr. Solberg explained, "with only occasional use of the Biological
Station during the winter months.

Now we can operate the station facilities the year

around."
Extended time for scientific studies is due largely to a "grant of $150,000 from the
National Science Foundation (NSF)," Dr. Solberg said.

"That grant enabled us to build a

m o d e m research laboratory, which was dedicated in August 1967."
The new lab was named the Morton J. Elrod Biological Laboratory in honor of the late
Dr. Elrod, who founded the UM Biological Station in 1899, just five years after the first
inland biological station was established at Put-in Bay, Lake Erie, Ohio.
Dr. Solberg said the UM Biological Station at Yellow Bay north of Missoula now is
ranked fourth "in terms of size, facilities and faculty."

He listed Michigan, Minnesota

and Oklahoma as the only three states having biological stations ranked above the UM
research facility in the three areas.
more

Y&AR-AROUND OPERATION--2--

Dr. Solberg said year-around operation of the Yellow Bay facilities is the most
beneficial type of operation.
’’Plants and animals live 12 months a year,” he emphasized, "and any study of any
plant or any animal should be conducted over a 12-month period because of this factor.
Such studies are invaluable in the continued preservation of plants and animals in their
native habitats."
Since Dr. Solberg became director of the UM facility at Yellow Bay in 1962, the
faculty members at the research station have gained the financial support of the state,
as well as the support provided from local and private funds.

"One of the critical factors in the year-around operations of the Yellow Bay research
facility," Dr. Solberg said, "has been the construction of two winter homes near the
laboratories for faculty members engaged in research programs there."
Occupying the two homes are Dr. G.W. Prescott and Dr. William C. Vinyard and their
families.

Dr. Prescott, a botany professor who has retired from Michigan State University,

recently joined the UM faculty at Yellow Bay on a permanent basis.
research at the UM facility 18 consecutive summers.

He has been doing

Dr. Vinyard, an associate professor

of botany at Humboldt State College, Areata, Calif., is taking a one-year sabbatical
leave from Humboldt in order to work at the Yellow Bay station with Dr. Prescott.
Assistant director of the Yellow Bay station is Dr. A.R. Gaufin, a UM zoology pro
fessor in residence on the Missoula campus who will direct scientific studies conducted
by a number of graduate students at Yellow Bay.

Dr. Gaufin previously taught at the

University of Utah and has been teaching summers since 1964 at the UM Biological Station.
Students most actively engaged in research activities at Yellow Bay in future months
will include Norman Andresen, a former Michigan State student who is studying for his
doctorate in botany at UM; Paul N. Milam, Big Fork; Laurence C. Sonstelie, Kalispell;
Steve H e m , Ladue, Mo.; and Garth R. Morgan and Phillip C. Tourangeau, both of Salt Lake
City, Utah.
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"There has been an approximate 20 per cent increase in the overall instructional
program at Yellow Bay since 1962," Dr. Solberg said.
has increased from SO to 85 in that period of time.

"Enrollment of summer session students
There are nine faculty members

working at Yellow Bay during the regular summer quarter compared with seven in 1962."
In addition to aquatic biology(the study of microscopic plants and animals and
chemical condition of the fresh water in which they live), the Yellow Bay scientists also
devote considerable attention to other scientific studies including ecology (plants and
animals in relation to their environment), ornithology (birds), mammalogy (mammals),
phycology (algae), mycology (fungi), systematic botony (higher plants) and limnology
(fresh waters).
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